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DPHHS  Administers 
New  Organ  Donation  Council 

Imagine  yourself  on  an  organ  donor  waiting  list.    Each 
day  is  precious  as  your  life  draws  closer  to  its  end. 
Closer  to  the  end,  unless  someone  else  -    a  stranger 
most  likely,  gives  to  you  the  greatest  gift  of  all  -  the  gift 
of  life.    Although  20,000  Americans  received  organ 
transplants  last  year,  nearly  4,000  people  died  waiting. 
Currently,  55,000  people,  including  120  Montanans,  are 
waiting  for  organ  donations  in  the  United  States.    Until 
recently,  no  formal  program  has  been  in  place  to 
promote  public  awareness  of  this  critical  need. 

A  new  Montana  initiative  is  being  developed  that  will 
bring  private,  public  and  volunteer  organizations  together 
to  promote  organ  donation  throughout  the  state.    The 
Governor's  Council  on  Organ  Donor  Awareness  has  just 
been  created  to  develop  and  facilitate  the  program's 
objectives.    Its  first  meeting  is  scheduled  for  early  this 
month,  which  also  happens  to  be  Organ  Donor 
Awareness  Month.  The  Council  consists  of  13 
representatives  from  business,  government,  civic 
organizations,  the  medical  community,  families  with 
direct  organ  donation  experience  and  LifeCenter 
Northwest.    LifeCenter  Northwest  is  approved  by  the 
federal  Health  Care  Financing  Administration  as  the 
organ  procurement  organization  for  the  northwest  region 
of  the  United  States,  serving  Washington,  Alaska, 
Montana  and  Northern  Idaho. 

Nancy  Ellery,  administrator  of  the  Health  Policy  and 
Services  Division,  represents  DPHHS  as  the  council's 
administering  agency.    A  primary  focus  of  the  group  will 
be  to  develop  education  and  awareness  campaigns  that 
encourage  discussion  among  families  about  their 
decisions  to  donate.    Studies  have  shown  that  many 
Americans  would  consent  to  donate  organs  of  their 
loved  ones  if  they  knew  beforehand  of  their  choice. 
Only  half  as  many  would  agree  to  a  donation  if  the 
loved  one's  choice  was  not  shared  with  their  families. 
LifeCenter  Northwest,  in  conjunction  with  the  council 
and  DPHHS,  will  advise  Governor  Racicot  on  ways  to 
help  educate  the  public  on  organ  donation  and  to 
increase  the  number  of  donations  in  Montana. 

Lieutenant  Governor  Judy  Martz  serves  as  chairperson  of 
the  newly  formed  group.    For  the  Lieutenant  Governor, 


CALENDAR 
OF  EVENTS 


Child  Abuse  and  Neglect  Awareness  Month 

April  3 

Montana  Health  Care  Coalition 

Preventive  Health  &  Health  Services 

Block  Grant 

Cogswell  Building/Room  C-209 

Helena 

10:00  am-  3:00  pm 

Contact:  Nancy  Ellery  (406)  444-4141 

Jane  Smilie  (406)  444-9020 

Welfare  Reform  Satellite  Conference 

DPHHS  Sanders  Street  BIdg  -  Room  306 

Helena 

11 :00  am -2:00  pm 

Contact:  Kim  Brown  (406)  444-6676 

April  6 

MT  Health  Agenda  Briefing  for 

Governor  Racicot 

Governor's  Reception  Rm  -  Capitol  BIdg. 

Helena 

11:00  am  -  12:00  pm 

Contact:  Anastasia  Burton  (406)  444-2596 

April  6 -12 

National  Public  Health  Week 

Contact:  Melanie  Reynolds  (406)  444-4474 

April  14 

Interagency  Coordinating  Council  (ICC) 

Governor's  Conference  Rm  -  Capitol  BIdg 

Helena 

10:00  am-  12:00  pm 

Contact:  Judy  Garrity  (406)  444-5986 

April  15 

DEQ/DPHHS  Interagency 

Quarterly  Meeting 

Cogswell  Building/Room  C-209 

Helena 

10:00  am-  12:00  pm 

Contact:  Todd  Damrow  (406)  444-3986 

April  20 

Long-Term  Care  Town  Forum 

"Ombudsman  and  Adult 

Protective  Services" 

Airs  on  MT  Public  Television 

7:00  pm  -8:00  pm 

Contact:  Debbie  Horton  (406)  444-7784 

(Contintued  on  Page  3) 
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A  Message  From  the  Director 


Laurie  Ekanger 
DPHHS  Director 


Division  EPP  Proposals 
Finished 

Each  division  in  our 
department  has  just  finished 
working  on  identifying 
initiatives,  innovations  and 
major  changes  for  the  next 
biennium.    This  is  the 
biennium  that  ends  in  2001, 
which  sounds  very  futuristic, 
don't  you  think? 
This  process  is  called  the 
Executive  Planning  Process  (EPP).    Division 
proposals  were  due  to  me    April  1.    Each 
division  had  to  put  their  proposals  in  priority 
order  before  they  gave  them  to  me.    As  a 
department,  we  must  now  set  priority  for 
anything  forwarded  on  to  Governor  Racicot.    We 
need  to  finish  this  process  by  May  1.    Our 
challenge:  there  can  only  be  one  priority  *1. 
Here  are  the  criteria  we'll  use  for  determining 
department  priorities: 
Budget 

1.  Does  the  new  proposal  contribute  to  one  of 
the  four  major  program  goals  of  DPHHS? 

If  so,  what  is  the  benchmark  and  how  is 
progress  measured?  (Please  refer  to  the 
December  1997  newsletter  for  a  complete  list 
of  DPHHS  outcomes.     You  can  find  this  issue 
on  our  Web  site  at  http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/ 
res/index.htm) 

2.  Does  the  new  proposal  replace  another 
program,  thereby  maintaining  growth  neutrality? 

3.  Does  the  new  proposal  a)    reduce  costs  in 
another  program?  or  b)    prevent  growth  or 
expansion?    If  so,  what  is  the  benchmark  and 
how  is  this  measured? 

4.  Does  the  new  proposal  use  funding 
sources  other  than  General  Fund?    If  yes,  a) 
exclusively  or  b)    as  a  match?    If  matched,  how 
much  match  will  be  leveraged? 

5.  Does  the  new  proposal  reflect  consumer 
and  community  involvement?    If  so,  how  is  this 
demonstrated? 

6.  Is  the  new  proposal  accomplished  using  a 
contractor?    If  not,  what  is  the  FTE  impact? 

7.  Is  the  new  proposal  mandated  by  state  or 
federal  law? 

8.  Is  there  significant  negative  impact  to  the 
public  by  failing  to  adopt  the  new  proposal?    If 
yes,  what  is  the  benchmark  and  how  is  this 
measured? 

9.  Is  the  new  proposal  integrated  into  other 
similar  efforts?    If  so,  describe  those  efforts  and 
how  this  is  complementary. 


Legislation 

1.    Is  the  new  legislation  federally  mandated?    If 
so,  what  are  the  consequences  of  any  non- 
compliance? 

2.    Is  the  legislation  absolutely  critical  to 
accomplishing  the  program  purpose?    If  so, 
what  is  the  negative  effect  of  no  legislation? 

3.  Will  the  legislation  improve  efficiency  and 
effectiveness  of  the  program?  If  so,  describe 
savings  in  time  and  resources  because  of  the 
legislation. 

4.  Is  the  legislation  necessary  because  of  a 
court  decision?    If  so,  cite  the  ruling. 

5.  Is  the  legislation  cost  neutral?    If  not, 
describe  the  fiscal  impact. 

The  more  "yes"  responses,  the  higher  the 
priority. 

Kalispell  Community  Day 

I  want  to  thank  our  Flathead  County  co-workers, 
especially  John  Gardner,  for  the  great  time  we 
had  in  Kalispell  during  Community  Day  last 
month.    I'd  also  like  to  thank  Pat  Estenson  of 
the  Montana  Veterans  Home  in  Columbia  Falls 
for  the  hospitality  at  his  facility. 
This  was  our  first  Community  Day  for  1998. 
Not  only  are  these  events  enjoyable,  they  are 
invaluable  learning  experiences  as  well.    Our 
next  Community  Day  is  scheduled  for  April  29 
in  Lewistown. 


Photo:  John  Gardner 

The  picture  above  taken  during  a  visit  to  the  Flathead  County 
Office  of  Public  Assistance  features  back  row  left  to  right:  Hank 
Hudson,  Marti  Kassel,  and  Laurie  Ekanger  In  front  is  Kathy 
Corrigan. 

Several  members  of  the  agency's  management  team  went  to 
Kalispell  on  March  12  for  Community  Day. 

Nearly  40  people,  including  county  commissioners  and  local 
legislators,  attended  a  no-host  lunch  as  part  of  the  day's 
activities.   The  management  team  also,  visited  local  DPHHS 
staff,  the  city/county  health  department  and  the  Montana 
Veterans  Home. 


(.  .  .  New  Organ  Donation  .  .  .  continued  from  Cover) 
who  donated  a  kidney  to  one  of  her  sisters, 
this  council  holds  special  meaning.  "During 
life's  most  difficult  times,  it  is  a  family's  way 
to  help  someone  else  achieve  a  quality  life. 
Organ  donation  is  one  of  the  most  unselfish 
gifts  families  can  make,"  she  said. 

The  council  is  the  fruition  of  a  year's  work  for 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  LifeCenter 
Northwest.    The  program  was  announced  in 
Helena  at  an  organ/recipient  reunion  in 
January,  when  an  Arkansas  donor's  family 
met  for  the  first  time  a  local  woman  who 
was  the  recipient  of  their  loved  one's  kidney. 
"Our  goal,"  the  Lieutenant  Governor  explained, 
"is  to  make  people  aware  of  the  need  for 
organ  donations.    Montanans  have  always 
stepped  forward  to  help  others.    By  indicating 
on  their  drivers'  licenses  and  telling  their 
families  of  their  willingness  to  donate,  they 
can  continue  serving  others." 

For  more  information  on  organ  donation,  call 
Debbie  Doll,  RN,  CPTC,  LifeCenter  Northwest, 
at  (888)  LIFECTR  (543-3287). 


Photo:  Valinda  Holmes 

In  our  January  issue,  we  covered  Health  Policy  and  Sen/ices 
Division 's  "Move  Across  Montana"  physical  activity  program. 
The  program  consisted  of  teams  of  five  individuals  competing 
to  "move"  from  Libby  to  Alzada  by  earning  points  for  good 
nutrition  and  physical  activity. 

Pictured  above  is  the  winning  team,  "The  Movin'  Maniacs." 
They  are  (L  -  R):  Tim  Horan,  team  captain  Chris  Deveny,  Dayle 
Perrin,  JoAnne  Thun,  and  Rusty  Redfield.   Team  members  say 
they  did  a  lot  of  skiing,  walking,  and  running  on  an  individual 
basis  that  added  up  to  a  lot  of  points  for  them  as  a  group. 
They  also  earned  weekly  bonus  points  for  nutritional  activities 
like  eating  five  servings  of  fruit  and  vegetables  daily,  or 
incorporating  whole  grains  into  their  diets. 

Chris  said,  "/  found  it  was  motivating  to  be  in  the  competition; 
being  more  active  brought  an  awareness  to  the  importance  of 
physical  activity.  By  keeping  track  of  my  activities,  it  made  me 
think  every  day  about  how  much  time  I  spent  being  active. " 

All  "Move  Across  Montana"  participants  paid  a  small  fee  to 
enter,  which  was  used  to  provide  everyone  with  a  water  bottle, 
and  the  top  three  teams  with  cash  prizes. 


(Calendar  of  Events 
continued  from  Cover) 


April  23 

Take  Our  Daughters  to  Work  Day 
Contact:  Jane  Bernard  (406)  444-4066 

April  24 

DPHHS  Advisory  Council 
Capitol  Building  -  Room  413 
8:30  am  -  3:30  pm 
Contact:  Gary  Curtis  (406)  444-9530 

April  27  -  28 

DPHHS  IWanagement  Planning  Meeting 

Jorgenson's  Hotel 

Helena 

27th:  1:30  pm  -5:00  pm 

28th:  8:30  pm  -4:00  pm 

Contact:  Gary  Curtis  (406)  444-9530 

April  28 

MT  Healthy  Communities  Coalition 

Spring  Workshop 

Yogo  Inn 

Lewistown 

7:30  am  -4:00  pm 

Contact:  Lynda  Meldrum  (406)  444-7324 

April  29 

Public  Health  Improvement  Task  Force 

Yogo  Inn 

Lewistown 

9:00  am  -4:00  pm 

Contact:  Bob  Moon  (406)  444-4488 

April  30 

Community  Day 

DPHHS  offices 

Lewistown 

8:00  am-  1:30pm 

Contact:  Anastasia  Burton  (406)  444-2596 

MT  Healthy  Communities  Coalition 

Spring  Workshop 

Cavanaugh's 

Kalispell 

7:30  am  -  4:00  pm 

Contact:  Lynda  Meldrum  (406)  444-7324 


Introductions 

Heather  McAdoo,  Public  Health  Advisor 
Health  Policy  and  Services  Division 

Mailing  Address:       P.O.  Box  202951,  Helena,  MT  59620 


Telephone: 
E-mail: 


(406)  444-7858 
hmcadoo@mt.gov 


Fred  Ramsey,  Chronic  Disease  Epidemiologist 
Health  Policy  and  Services  Division 

Mailing  Address:       P.O.  Box  202951,  Helena,  MT  59620 
Telephone:  (406)  444-5508 

E-mail:  framsey@mt.gov 


Photo:  Valinda  Holmes 


The  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention  (CDC)  in  Atlanta  provides  assistance  and  guidance 
on  health  and  disease  issues  to  all  states.    As  part  of  this  service,  CDC  employees  are  assigned  to 
work  in  state  health  offices.    Montana  is  fortunate  to  have  two  CDC  employees  working  with 
DPHHS  staff.    Fred  Ramsey  is  working  as  a  chronic  disease  epidemiologist  and  Heather  McAdoo  is 
working  with  the  Breast  and  Cervical  Cancer  Health  Program.    Fred  and  Heather  both  assumed 
these  duties  in  July,  1997. 

Heather  is  a  public  health  advisor  from  the  CDC  and  is  working  in  Montana  on  a  three  to  five  year 
assignment.    She  previously  worked  on  assignment  with  the  New  Mexico  Breast  and  Cervical 
Cancer  Program  for  five  years.    Her  duties  include  assisting  DPHHS  with  program  development  and 
implementation  and  providing  guidance  on  national  policies  and  procedures. 

She  received  her  bachelor's  degree  in  history  and  political  science  from  High  Point  College  in  North 

Carolina  and  her  master's  degree  in  public  administration  from  the  University  of  New  Mexico. 

Heather  has  worked  for  the  Public  Health  Service  for  21  years,  during  which  time  she  held 

positions  at  the  National  Institutes  of  Health,  the  Public  Health  Service  Regional  Office  in  Atlanta 

and  the  CDC. 

Heather  enjoys  tennis  and  hiking.    She  is  an  avid  baseball  fan,  and  since  she  is  originally  from 

Chicago,  she  especially  enjoys  the  Chicago  Cubs  games. 

Heather  commented,  "Montana  is  the  most  beautiful  state  I've  ever  been  in.    I  have  especially 

enjoyed  my  trips  to  Yellowstone  and  Glacier  National  Parks." 


Fred  is  part  of  the  CDC's  National  Center  for  Chronic  Disease  Prevention  and  Health  Promotion. 
He  is  also  commissioned  as  a  lieutenant  commander  in  the  regular  corps  of  the  Public  Health 
Service.    Fred  has  22  years  of  experience  in  the  health  field.    He  is  on  a  four  to  five  year 
assignment  with  the  state  of  Montana. 

Fred's  job  is  to  provide  expertise  in  the  conduct  of  epidemiologic  investigations  and  evaluations  of 
state  chronic  disease  control  efforts.    He  will  also  collaborate  with  programs  related  to  chronic 
disease  prevention  and  health  promotion. 

He  received  his  bachelor's  degree  in  public  health  and  health  education  from  Western  Illinois 
University,  his  master's  degree  from  the  University  of  Utah,  and  he  has  completed  doctoral  course 
work  and  comprehensive  exams  in  public  health,  epidemiology,  and  environmental  health  from  the 
University  of  Massachusetts. 

Fred  and  his  wife  recently  purchased  a  home  in  Helena  and  are  eager  to  settle  in.    They  enjoy  a 

variety  of  outdoor  activities  including  hiking,  fishing,  skiing  and  horseback  riding. 

He  said,  "I'm  pleased  to  be  here  and  find  my  position  challenging  and  enjoyable.    Our  division  is 

full  of  outstanding  people  who  are  a  pleasure  to  work  with.    I'm  looking  forward  to  the  next  five 

years." 


Congratulations! 


Carol  Patterson  with  the  Health  Policy  and  Services  Division  in  Helena  received  recognition  in 
March  for  35  years  of  service  to  the  state  of  Montana. 

Joyce  Williamson  with  Montana  State  Hospital  in  Warm  Springs  and  Patricia  Tessmer  with  the 
Disability  Services  Division  in  Great  Falls  received  recognition  in  March  for  30  years  of  state 
government  service. 

The  following  DPHHS  employees  received  recognition  in  March  for  25  years  of  state  government 
service: 


Jane  Bernard  ... 
Cornelia  Casey 


HPSD Helena 

MSH Warm  Springs 


Patricia  Clawson QAD Helena 

Debra  Copeland  CFSD Kalispell 

Thomas  Downs DSD Helena 

Janice  Frisch DSD Helena 

Deborah  Gibson CSED Helena 

Cheryl  Lay CFSD Helena 

Randy  Meckel OTD Helena 

Ronald  Phillip  MSH Wa-^m  Springs 

Naomi  Richter MSH Warm  Springs 

Caroline  Shaw MSH Warm  Springs 

Phyllis  Smith MSH Warm  Springs 

The  following  DPHHS  employees  received  recognition  in  March  for  20  years  of  state  government 
service: 


Dorothy  Brennan , 

Glen  Cuchine 

Judie  DeBock 

Billye  Glovan , 


MSH Warm  Springs 

DSD Helena 

CFSD Columbus 

MSH Warm  Springs 


Carole  Graham CFSD 


Missoula 


Judith  Halm 

Mike  Hanshew 

Vicki  Larson 

Margaret  Piazzola 
Linda  Sandman  .... 

Connie  Sauer 

James  Skoglund  .. 

Joann  Squires  

Ruby  Tiefenthaler 


OTD Helena 

SLTCD Helena 

DSD Helena 

MDC Boulder 

QAD Helena 

DSD Helena 

MSH Warm  Springs 

CFSD Missoula 

MDC Boulder 


Thank  you  for  your 
faithful  and  devoted  service! 


Labs  to  Host 
Open  House 

The  department's  laboratories  will  be 
celebrating  National  Medical  Laboratory  Week 
April  12  -  18  by  hosting  an  open  house  on 
April   16  from  2:00  pm  to  4:00  pm. 

The  Environmental  Laboratory,  which  is  part 
of  the  Operations  and  Technology  Division,  is 
located  on  the  second  floor  of  the  B  Wing  in 
the  Cogswell  Building  in  Helena.    This 
laboratory  tests  water,  air  and  soil  samples 
for  various  contaminants  that  may  be  harmful 
to  human  health,  and  also  certifies  other 
environmental  laboratories  in  Montana. 
Debbie  Fulton  is  the  laboratory's  manager. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  part  of  the 
Health  Policy  and  Services  Division,  is  located 
on  the  first  floor  of  the  B  Wing  in  the 
Cogswell  Building.    This  laboratory  performs 
medical  laboratory  testing  in  support  of  the 
department's  disease  control  and  prevention 
programs  as  well  as  those  of  local  health 
departments.    State  Medical  Officer  Dr.  Mike 
Spence  serves  as  laboratory  director;  Paul 
Lamphier  is  laboratory  manager. 

Both  labs  will  be  serving  refreshments  and 
awarding  prizes  during  the  open  house. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  stop  by  and  become 
more  familiar  with  the  laboratories' 
contributions  to  public  health  in  Montana. 

For  more  information,  contact  Paul  Lamphier 
at  (406)  444-5246. 


Missoula  DSD  Office 
Receives  National  Award 

The  Missoula  office  of  the  Disability  Services 
Division's  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Program 
and  Opportunity  Resources,  Inc.  (ORI)  have 
been  working  together  to  create  employment 
opportunities  for  people  with  disabilities.    ORI 
recently  nominated  local  DPHHS  staff  for  a 
national  NISH  Professional  Excellence  in 
Rehabilitation  Award.    NISH  is  a  nonprofit 
organization  whose  function  is  to  provide 
technical  and  professional  assistance  to  non- 
profit agencies  like  ORI. 

On  March  5,  Susan  Milstein,  executive 
director  of  NISH  Northwest,  presented  John 
Collins,  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Program 
district  manager,  and  his  entire  staff  with  the 
national  award  at  a  ceremony  in  Missoula. 
The  award  consisted  of  a  plaque  for  the 
office  and  roses  for  each  employee. 
Opportunity  Resources,  Inc.  received  a 
$1,000  check  from  NISH  to  provide  assistive 
technology  or  other  support  to  help  place 
one  or  more  individuals  in  jobs.    Governor 
Marc  Racicot  also  attended,  and  commended 
the  efforts  of  the  two  local  groups  for  their 
dedication  to  helping  persons  with  disabilities 
achieve  their  full  potential. 

John  said,  "This  is  the  first  time  this  award 
was  given  to  an  entire  office  and  we  feel 
very  honored.    It  shows  how  public  and 
private  sectors  can  work  together  for  a 
common  goal."    He  added,  "This  is  very 
prestigious  recognition  to  receive  from  a 
national  organization." 

Through  assistance  from  NISH,  ORI  maintains 
several  federal  contracts,  including  the 
Missoula  Federal  Building  janitorial  services, 
the  Aerial  Fire  Depot  refurbishing  and 
janitorial  services  and  Department  of  Defense 
survival  kit  production. 

Local  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Program  staff 
have  helped  more  than  100  people  become 
employees  at  ORI  training  sites.    The  two 
offices  have  helped  more  than  50  other 
people  find  and  keep  work  in  various 
Missoula  businesses. 


COMMITTEE  STUDIES 

OPTIONS  FOR 

FAIM  AND  CHILD  SUPPORT 

The  Legislative  Sub-Committee  on  Welfare 
and  Child  Support  Enforcement  Programs 
met  Wednesday  March   11.    This 
committee  is  charged  with  exploring 
options  for  creating  totally  state-funded 
welfare  and  child  support  programs.    Key 
provisions  of  federally  mandated  child 
support  laws  contained  in  SB  374 
terminate  in  June  1999,  and  if  not 
renewed  by  the  next  Legislature,  the 
federal  government  will  withdraw  funding 
for  the  FAIM  (Families  Achieving 
Independence  in  Montana)  and  child 
support  enforcement  programs. 

The  Sub-Committee  directed  the 
department  to  prepare  reports  outlining 
program  options  in  the  event  the 
provisions  of  SB  374  are  not  reenacted 
and  federal  funding  is  withdrawn.    These 
were  presented  to  the  Sub-Committee  on 
March  11.    Neither  the  administrators  nor 
the  department  director  support  the 
options,  but  developed  them  in  good  faith 
at  the  request  of  the  Sub-Committee. 

Hank  Hudson,  Administrator  of  the  Child 
and  Family  Services  Division,  described 
what  FAIM  would  look  like  if  the  federal 
portion  (75%)  of  funding  were  removed. 
The  two  key  options  would  severely  cut 
cash  benefits,  impose  strict  two  year  time 
limits  retroactively,  and  reduce  division 
staffing.    The  first  option  contemplated 
inclusion  of  tribal  recipients;  the  second 
option  assumed  that  tribes  would  enter 
into  agreements  with  the  federal 
government  to  operate  their  own  welfare 
programs.    Both  options  focused  on 
subsistence  budgets  only,  and  would  not 
provide  families  the  necessary  support  and 
infra-structure  to  help  them  move  off 
welfare.    Hank  identified  consequences  of 
cut-backs  including  long  waiting  lists  for 
services,  ripple  effects  on  other  programs, 
and  impact  on  already  strained  community, 
religious  and  charitable  resources. 

Mary  Ann  Wellbank,  Administrator  of  the 
Child  Support  Enforcement  Division, 
proposed  four  options  for  reduction  of 
CSED  services  if  federal  funding  (75%  of 


the  program  budget)  is  withdrawn.    The  first 
option  proposed  continued  hospital  paternity 
establishment  for  out-of-wedlock  births  plus  child 
support  services  for  FAIM  participants  only. 
Option  two  adds  non-FAIM  families  who  choose 
to  bear  the  full  cost  of  services.    Option  three 
eliminates  the  program  entirely  since  the  CSED 
cannot  operate  cost-effectively  without  federal 
and  interstate  resources  to  assist  in  location  and 
collection.    The  fourth  option  involves  a  study  to 
determine  what  services  should  be  continued  and 
how  they  could  be  funded.    All  options  impact 
families  relying  on  child  support  services  and 
strain  district  court  systems. 

Testimony  was  received  from  representatives  of 
charitable  and  community  organizations,  who  all 
painted  a  bleak  picture  of  Montana's  ability  to 
respond  to  needy  families  with  children  if 
programs  were  cut  severely. 

The  options  will  be  posted  on  the  Legislative 
Services  Division's  Internet  page.    The  next 
meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22  and  23  in 
Helena.    On  April  22,  the  Sub-Committee  will 
hold  a  public  hearing  in  Room  325  of  the  State 
Capitol  from  Sam  to  2  pm  to  take  in-person 
testimony  on  the  options.    A  second  public 
hearing  will  be  held  the  same  day  from  4pm  to 
6pm  on  the  METNET  system  to  allow  members 
of  outlying  communities  to  testify.    On  April  23, 
the  Sub-Committee  will  review  the  testimony  and 
determine  what  recommendations,  if  any,  to 
make  to  the  1999  Legislature.      Written 
comments  may  be  submitted  to:  Sub-Committee 
on  Welfare  and  Child  Support  Enforcement 
Programs,  Legislative  Services  Division,  P.O.  Box 
2001706,  Helena  MT  59620-1706. 


News  and  information  about  the  programs  and 
people  in  the  DPHHS  are  presented  in  this 
monthly  newsletter.    This  edition  was  produced 
by  a  committee  of  employees  from  various  areas 
of  the  agency.    The  Newsletter  Committee 
welcomes  your  suggestions  and  comments.    Ideas 
may  be  sent  by  regular  mail  or  ZipMailed  to  any 
committee  member. 

DPHHS  attempts  to  provide  reasonable 
accommodations  for  any  known  disability  that 
may  interfere  with  a  person  participating  in  any 
service,  program  or  activity  of  the  department. 
Alternative  accessible  formats  of  this  document 
will  be  provided  upon  request.    For  more  infor- 
mation, call  (406)  444-2596  or  1-800-253-4091. 

HELP  US  CONSERVE  MONEY  AND  TREES.    If 
you  have  Internet  access  and  would  rather 
download  this  newsletter  from  our  web  site 
than  receive  a  paper  copy,  please  call  Donna 
Hansen  at  (406)  444-9772  to  remove  your 
name  from  our  mailing  list. 


The  DPHHS  web  site  can  be  visited  at  http:// 
www.dphhs.mt.gov.    The  newsletter  can  be  found 
in  the  Resource  Room  section. 

Newsletter  Committee  members  are: 
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